74               A HISTORY OF THE MARATHA PEOPLE

or two later the commandant of the fort with a band of
armed men came to the rest house, and seizing Khando
Ballal and the servants began sharply to question them.
Khando Ballal with an assurance as admirable as his
devotion, pleaded that he and the three or four men with
him were poor pilgrims to Rameshwar." The others who
had left were chance acquaintances made on the road. Ay
their destination was different, they had now taken a
different path. The commandant still doubted and had
Khando Ballal and his companions flogged and then made
them stand in the sun with stones on their heads. Finally
lie had bags full of hot ashes tied over their faces. Neither
pain nor fear extorted anything from the pilgrims. Tho
commandant began to think that their tale might be true,
He threw them into prison. There they refused food on
the plea that as pilgrims they could not eat in confinement.
Convinced at last of the truth of their plea, he let them
all go. In a few days they caught up the regent and tlw
rest of the fugitives. From Bangalore onwards no further
mishap befell them. Near Jinji they met a Maratha force
led by Harji Mahadik and Nilo Pingle. The viceroy;
greeted the regent with every mark of respect and escorted
him with great pomp and cei*emony to Jinji, which now
became the new capital, of the Maratbas. (April 1690,) f

51 Chilnia Bakhar.

t Paper 347 tn Bajwade's volume XVth is dated April 1090,   It contains
the news oE Rajaram's arrival at Jinji.